xvi     ALI/S  WELL  THAT   ENDS   WELL

I have loved from my youthe.* The Kyng was very lothe
to graunte hym unto her: but bicause he had made a promis
which he was lothe to breake, he caused hym to be called
forthe, and saied unto hym: *Sir counte, bicause you area
gentleman of greate honour, our pleasure is, that you re-
tourne home to your owne house, to order your estate
according to your degree: and that you take with you
a damosell which I have appoincted to be your wife/ To
whom the counte gave his humble thankes, and demaunded
what she was? *It is she (quoth the Kyng) that with her
medicines hath healed me/ The counte knewe her well, and
had alreadie seen her, although she was faire, yet knowing
her not to be of a stocke convenable to his nobilitie, dis-
dainfullie said unto the King, 'Will you then (sir) give me
a phisicion to wife? It is not the pleasure of God that ever
I should in that wise bestowe my self.* To whom the Kyng
said: *Wilt thou then, that we should breake our faithe,
which we to recover healthe have given to the damosell,
who for a rewarde thereof asked thee to husband?' 'Sire
(quoth Beltramo) you maie take from me al that I have, and
give my persone to whom you plaase, bicause I am your
subject: but I assure you I shall never be contented with
that mariage.* *Well you shall have her, (saied the Kyng)
for the maiden is faire and wise, and loveth you moste in-
tirely: thinkyng verelie you shall leade a more joyfull life
with her, then with a ladie of a greater house.* The counte
therewithal helde his peace, and the King made great pre-
paracion for the manage. And when the appoincted daie
was come, the counte in the presence of the Kyng (although
it were against his will) maried the maiden, who loved hym
better than her owne self. Whiche dooen, the counte
determinyng before what he would doe, praied licence to
retourne to his countrie to consummat the mariage. And
when he was on horsebacke he went not thither, but tooke
his journey into Thuscane, where understandyng that the
Florentines and Senois were at warres, he determined to
take the Florentines parte, and was willinglie received and
honourablie interteigned, and made capitaine of a certaine
nomber of men, continuyng in their service a longe tyme0
The newe maried gentlewoman, scarce contented with that?
and hopyng by her well doyng to cause hym to retourne
into his countrie, went to Rossiglione, where she was re-